0. B.

character: for his educational achievements were
no greater than those of a thousand obscurer
schoolmasters and dons.

Mr. H. E. Wortham, pious executor of a trust,
official (though wonderfully free from the normal
vices of the official) biographer, naturally pays a
great deal of attention to the externals of Brown-
ing's teaching life, and discusses at length those
episodes which to Browning himself seemed most
important. The obligation was all the greater in
that to some extent there seemed to be need for a
clearing of Browning's memory. The once famous
scandal of his dismissal from his Eton mastership,
which led to a storm in the papers and a debate in
the House, was very present to him until he died.
The sense of injustice rankled, and he was aware
that vague rumours, very injurious to himself,
were in circulation throughout his life. Those
who had an affection for O.B., those also who take
an interest in the evolution of the English public
school, will be very glad of the exhaustive analysis
of the whole story which Mr. Wortham gives, in
chapters as well-balanced and as well-documented
as they could be. Yet, had the QJB. not been
what he was, even a vindication would hardly
have been interesting at this date. He was born
in 1837; he went to Eton; he went to Cam-
bridge ; he was president of the Union; he went
back to Eton as a master. There, for fifteen
years, he remained, until, on a variety of grounds,
he came into conflict with the unimaginative and
illiberal Dr. Hornby, and was dismissed. He
went back to Cambridge; was welcomed at
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